Vaginal discharge in the prepubertal girl.
Vaginal discharges are commonly seen in the prepubertal girl. Because of the anatomy of young girls, any offending agents have easy access to the genital area. The discharge can be caused by numerous organisms, including those associated with sexually transmitted disease. Also, chemical and mechanical reactions, as well as poor hygiene on the part of the child, may cause genital irritation. Treatment is based on the historical events and a physical examination that includes cultures of the discharge. The goal is to effectively treat the underlying cause of the discharge, either by initiating proper therapeutic measures or by teaching the child about proper hygiene.